Starter Activities – Section A

Purpose

These activities are intended for use as an oral, interactive means of starting sessions in a fast paced and collaborative way.  This is especially important as these activities will precede sessions where students will, for the majority of the time, be working independently.  The purpose of these starter activities is to raise questions about the nature of novels and being a reader.  The first 3 activities will lead into ways of exploring reading objective 13:

Review and develop their own reading skills, experiences and preferences, noting strengths and areas for development;

These activities should take no longer than 15 minutes.  It would be useful if whiteboards were available for the class to use during these sessions.

Starter activity 1 – true or false?

· Look at these and talk about whether you think they are true or false.  Jot down the key points raised for and against each statement.  Share your ideas as a whole class.  It might be interesting to come back to these statements at the end of the unit and see whether your perceptions have changed.

· Every novel has a beginning, a middle and an end

· Every novel has characters

· Every novel is told by someone

· The point of a novel is to be true to life

· Novels are about things that aren’t true

· In novels, something has to happen to someone

· The reader is just as important as the writer in making the story come alive

Starter activity 2 – Beginnings and endings

· Match up these beginnings with their endings.  

· Talk about what led to your decisions.  

· What skills were you using as a reader?

	Beginnings
	Endings

	1. Once upon a time there was a poor man who had three daughters
	A. It had all been a great big adventure.  But exciting as it had been, they were glad it was all over.

	2. It happened when she was least expecting it
	B. From that day on she had extra locks fitted and made sure that on dark winter nights she never slept in the house alone.

	3. When the coroner announced the cause of death, all hell broke out in the courtroom
	C. And so they lived happily ever after.

	4. It was the first day of the holidays.  Rosie, Sally, Michael and Tom were all sitting around wondering what to do
	D. They watched the moons revolving far up above them and knew.  At last they knew.

	5. Doblik and Cybo3 had called an emergency meeting.  Nothing like this had ever happened before.
	E. Fred McGuire returned to his office.  He went to the cupboard and poured himself a stiff drink.  He downed it in one, then sat back in his chair and smiled to himself.  A job well done.


Starter Activity 3 – Putting a story together

· You will need to work in small groups.  Here is a story in pieces including the title.

· Try to reassemble it in order that it would make a story.  Talk about your versions.  Think about:

· What led to your choices?

· What bits could go anywhere?

· What bits had to go in certain positions?

· What skills did you use/need as reader to perform this task?

	She went up to her bedroom early.
	She turned the key and locked the door.

	She pulled back the heavy linen cover and climbed into bed.
	She reached out and turned off the lamp.

	She undressed; she put on her nightdress.
	she got down on her knees and looked under the bed.

	She didn’t like it at all when her father had to go down to London and, for the first time, she had to sleep alone in the old house.
	She latched the windows and drew the curtains.

	“That’s good,” said a little voice.  “Now we’re safely locked in for the night”.
	She peered inside her wardrobe, and pulled open the bottom drawer of her chest-of-drawers;

	Boo!
	Not to read but to try and sleep –she wanted to sleep as soon as she could.


· Now read the story as published and talk about how it compares with your versions:

Boo!

She didn’t like it at all when her father had to go down to London and, for the first time, she had to sleep alone in the old house.


She went up to her bedroom early.  She turned the key and locked the door.  She latched the windows and drew the curtains.  She peered inside her wardrobe, and pulled open the bottom drawer of her chest-of-drawers;  she got down on her knees and looked under the bed.


She undressed; she put on her nightdress.


She pulled back the heavy linen cover and climbed into bed.  Not to read but to try and sleep –she wanted to sleep as soon as she could.  She reached out and turned off the lamp.


“That’s good,” said a little voice.  “Now we’re safely locked in for the night”.
Kevin Crossley - Holland
Starter Activity – Section B

The next activity will lead into ways of exploring reading objective 12:

Analyse and discuss the use made of rhetorical devices in a text
Within this unit, pupils will need to be able to use a range of rhetorical devices in speech for effect.  They should also be able to identify these devices then analyse and discuss how they are used by writers and the effects achieved.

These activities should take no longer than 15 minutes.  It would be useful if whiteboards were available for the class to use during these sessions.

Starter Activity 4 – Persuasive triads

Organise pupils into threes.  Two pupils have one minute each to convince their partner of something (no reference being made by the teacher of rhetorical devices).  An observer notes the devices used, based on a checklist.  After pupils are reminded of strategies and given a few moments to prepare, they speak again.  The observer feeds back on effective techniques used - e.g.

	Rhetorical device
	Used?
	Example, if possible

	Rhetorical questions
	
	

	Rule of three
	
	

	Two part contrast
	
	

	Repetition
	
	

	Alliteration
	
	

	Short sentences for effect
	
	

	Metaphor and simile
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