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School Details
Teign School is situated in Kingsteignton, near Newton Abbot and is a semi-rural comprehensive for 11-18 year olds.  The school has approximately 1400 pupils.

Aims and contexts
To promote wider reading through English lessons with Year 7 of a mix of average to more able pupils of Uffculme and Teign schools.

Account of work undertaken:

Lesson notes and recommended texts:

We used the dcs materials for investigating attitudes to reading and these worked well.  It seemed to be very productive to get the pupils thinking about their reading habits and they were then able to discuss the types of books they liked more easily.  Ideally, this would have made an excellent video-conferencing opportunity.  We then selected Feather Boy by Nicky Singer to look at as we felt it would inspire some discussion about language choices and the interesting themes.  The conferences done so far were based on:

· initial reactions to the opening (both groups prepared this)

· Teign then chose to look at three settings in the first three chapters so we could focus on the language.

· We then went on to look at major characters.

Example outlines of lessons:

Lesson Objective: to investigate where, why and how we read 

Learning Question: What makes a good reader?

· We used materials from Stage 1 of the dcs materials, Getting to know the readers, firstly using the Reading Questionnaire which we extended to a homework to investigate friends, relatives, carers to get a picture of how adults read too.

· We then used Picturing the Reader which worked particularly well.  We opened discussions by two minutes conversation with a partner based on their range of answers starting with the statements furthest away from their names.  This then led into What makes a good reader?
· We then used a variety of books form their personal reading to work through the sheet Book Gossip.
· Video conference on books they have enjoyed.

Lesson Objective: to investigate how a writer builds an opening.

Learning Question: what language techniques does the writer use?

· A selection of genres was used and the pupils used a worksheet to analyse a variety of openings in groups.  They had to identify how the different elements were built up, such as how you know that this is an adventure story, how does the writer build in questions for the reader and how do they make you want to read on.  They selected interesting language choices to discuss in feedback also.

· The group as a whole then used their skills to analyse the opening to ‘Feather Boy’ by Nicky Singer.

· Video conference.

Lesson Objective: to analyse how Nicky Singer chooses language carefully to create settings for the reader.

Learning Question: What language choices does the writer use to bring alive Chance House, Mayfield and the Dogleg?

· We firstly looked in detail at the opening description of Mayfield at the start of Chapter Two.

· We highlighted how Singer had selected certain words to build up the scene and how those words suggested the atmosphere of Mayfield to us.  How would Robert feel in these surroundings?  How are we prepared as readers for the kind of place this is?  How do the adjectives add to the description?

· The class then worked in groups in order to analyse sections from the first three chapters on Chance House, the Dogleg.  They prepared presentations in the same way as the initial analysis.

· Video conference
For lessons on Featherboy, see Uffculme case study.
Students’ comments
Student comments have been amazing!  They range form “Excellent!  This is so cool!” to “It’s really good to talk to other people not just people you know”.  They were also excited because they could others what they thought.  It was certainly a motivator:
· “I wasn’t going to come in today but I like it when we get to discuss things like this.”

· “I think it’s good because I have to find the best way to explain my idea and I have to think about it more.”

· “I like seeing what other people in other schools look like.”

Evaluation of impact

The strengths are clearly the vast amounts of motivation that video conferencing generates and that it provides a clear focus, both for the fact it provides an audience and that it means a subject focus has to be selected beforehand.  It also seems to show the pupils that other pupils do the same things as they do and gives them a sense of a wider community.

We feel the major problems are actually things that are hard to overcome – timetable clashes and problems with assimilating lessons.  Also, the fact that different groups are out on other activities at just the time you want them, the IT technician being off sick, the equipment being used by another department who are unwilling to ‘swap’.  The solutions have been to take parts of lunchtime to accommodate some timetable issues.

We feel we have learnt a great deal and would focus more in the future in building up how to get discussion between the two groups conferencing so that the conversations are more spontaneous.  We also found that placing the children in small groups worked well, particularly helping build confidence as they could prepare ‘who would say what’.  As we progressed, they seemed to become less reliant on this and are beginning to be able to respond individually and more spontaneously. 

We feel the impact has been substantial and this is clearly an excellent tool for learning.  We certainly want to continue using the equipment despite not having the smoothest of starts with ours (mainly due to our inexperience and timetable issues at our end)! We have noted a definite change in the confidence levels of the pupils who seem far more able to express their viewpoints and want to contribute more and more.  They are becoming far more able and can work under pressure more easily as they are becoming used to having to contribute immediately to a conversation or a query or a point made.  They also seem to enjoy having a ‘real’ audience.  This seems to motivate them to perform even better that just in front of their class.
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