Stage 2: first responses

Book Gossip 
(Based on Aidan Chambers’ approach outlined in You Tell Me.  Here he outlines 3 phases of sharing opinions on books and reading:  Sharing enthusiasms – Sharing puzzles – Sharing connections)

Sharing enthusiasms

When friends start talking about books, it’s usually because one of them wants to share their enthusiasm.  The enthusiasm usually focuses on:

· likes -  enthusiasms about elements of the story that have pleased and attracted, surprised and impressed them and made them want to go on reading

· dislikes – aversions to elements of the story that have displeased them, elements of the story that put them off reading for one reason or another
Try using the following phrases to start you off:

Have you read…

It’s about...

Did you like the part where…

Did you think it was funny/sad when…
What especially caught your attention?
Sharing puzzles

Readers will often express dislike for elements of the story that have puzzled them; things they have found difficult to understand.  This is how meaning is made – as friends talk about the puzzle, an agreement will be reached about what that book or text might mean.

Try using the following phrases to start you off:

What did it mean when…

Did you understand that bit when…

What did you think of…

Did you find… convincing…

Did you think… was realistic…

Was there anything you thought strange?
Did the writer want us to like…?

          I didn’t understand why….
Sharing connections

Readers solve puzzles and difficulties by finding connections between elements in a book or a text e.g. elements of language, events, characters, symbols.  Readers learn to look for details that tell them what kind of story or text they have in front of them.

Try using the following phrases to start you off:

… that reminded me of…

When … happened, it make me think of…

It was very different to…


Did you notice the link between ……. and …….?

The writer kept repeating …... and this ….
