Stage 3: book conversation 
Using Bloom’s Taxonomy for questions to stimulate book talk

Questioning for Book Talk

Application questions 

	Learning intention
	Possible prompts

	to transfer knowledge learned in one context to another


	· How does the way this writer presents [theme] compare with the way other authors you’ve read dealt with [theme]?

· How does the plot devised by this writer compare with story lines  you’ve noticed other writers use?


Analytical questions 

	Learning intention
	Some possible prompts

	to identify implicit meanings, making inferences and deductions to become aware of the author’s intentions

to show understanding of significant themes and ideas when explaining views

to analyse mood, setting, characters, style, structure and other key aspects of texts  

to provide evidence for their comments/opinions


	· Does the writer approve of the actions of X?  How do you know?

· How do you know that X is a good/evil character?

· What parts of the text would help you to provide guidance for a casting director who is looking for an actor/actress to play the main character in this novel?

· How does the writer shape your response to [aspect] in this text?

· How does the writer make the dialogue sound realistic?




Questions requiring synthesis

	Learning intention
	Possible prompts

	to work with ideas, information from more than one source; this usually requires the learner to take a critical stance about the source and the quality of information, ideas, opinions


	· Which book/text did you find easiest to follow?  Can you explain why?

· Which of these books/texts seemed to be closest to your viewpoint?

· Can you devise a headline to summarise each of these texts?


Evaluation questions 

	Learning intention
	Possible prompts

	to make judgements about what they have analysed and explain reasons for judgements.  This requires use of evidence and reasoning.
	· What makes this a successful example of this kind of writing?

· What could the writer do better?




