Stage 3 – book conversations 

Questions for book talk

From Tell Me, Aidan Chambers, Thimble Press 1993 0 903355 42 6 (Chapter 14, page 85)
‘Every book possesses its own peculiarities: of language, of form, of content, and the mix of these that gives it its particular identity.  In a human being we’d call this personality.

What we hope is that readers will discover these particularities for themselves as they discuss a text.’

	How long do you think it took the story to happen?


	Whose story is this?

	Are there parts of the story that took a long time to happen but were told about quickly or in a few words?  And are there parts that happened very quickly but took a lot of space to tell about?


	Where did the story happen?



	Who was telling – narrating – the story?  Do we know?  And how do we know?


	Was there anyone not mentioned in the story but without whom it couldn’t have happened?



	Think of yourself as a spectator.  With whose eyes did you see the story?  Did you only see what one character in the story saw, or did you see things sometimes as one character saw them, and sometimes as another, and so on?


	Which characters interested you most?



	Did we ever get to know what the characters were thinking about?  Were we ever told what they were feeling?  Or was the story told all the time from outside the characters, watching what they did and hearing what they said, but never know what they were thinking or feeling.


	


	Have you read any other texts like this?
	When you first saw the book, even before you read it, what kind of book did you think it was going to be?  Now you’ve read it, is it what you expected?



	What will you tell your friends about this book?


	How many different stories/kinds of story  can you find in this story?



	Have  you read this book before?  If so, was it different this time?


	While you were reading, or now when you think about it, were there words or phrases or other things to do with the language that you liked?  Or didn’t like?



	If the writer asked you, what could be improved in the book, what you say?


	Has anything happened happens in this book every happened to you?



	When you were reading, did you ‘see’ the story happening in your imagination?


	Was this a book you read quickly, or slowly?  In one go, or in separate sessions?  Would you read it again?



	Are you surprised by anything someone else has said about this book?


	When you think about the book now, what is the most important thing about it for you?



	Does anyone know anything about the writer?  Or about how the story came to be written? Or where? Or when?  Would you like to find out? 


	


