Reading strategies – things we do in our heads as we read fiction 
adapted from NATE group reading
	Using prior knowledge

Making links with other books I’ve read; drawing on what I already know about this topic, theme

	Seeing images
Can you picture what is happening? Can you describe these images to the other people? 

	Hearing a voice through the text 
Whose voice do you hear? How does it alter as the story moves on? How do the central characters sound? Do you hear the noises of the action? 

	Predicting what will happen 
Can you work out where the plot is heading? 

	Asking questions 
Why is she doing that? What does this mean? What is the author doing here?

	Summarising
What’s happened so far?  What would I tell someone else about what I’ve read so far?

	Empathising 
Putting yourself in someone else’s shoes e.g. I know just how they feel 

	Making inferences - reading between the lines & filling gaps 
Can I work out what this character is like from what they say and do? 

	Re-reading 
Go back over the best bits, check your suspicions, enjoy it again. Sometimes you need to re-read when you don’t fully understand what’s happening.

	Interpreting patterns 
Readers who can infer and deduce, see the patterns; they make links between different parts of the text; they strive to make sense out of the seemingly random nature of events. 

	Making judgements 
Evaluating what you’re reading e.g. This is a most confusing plot.  This character is unbelievable because….. I can’t put this book down because…..

	Re-interpreting
Keep checking and evaluating your ideas. Rework them.

	Relating to your own experience 
This reminds me of when….

	Relating to previous reading/viewing experiences 
This novel is very different from other books I’ve read by this author; this book represents war very differently from films I have seen.

	Relating to the social, historical and cultural background
How were things different 20, 50, 100 years ago?  How are things done differently in different countries, by different classes of people?

	Skimming: to get a general impression of what the text is about before you read it closely.


