Stage 2: first responses

Summarising

1. Capturing characters

Being able to summarise is a key skill in developing understanding of text: grasping ideas, deciding what is most significant in a passage.

An effective approach to summary also involves vocabulary development. 

Show pupils how they can capture a character in labels, short and long (noun phrases and extended noun phrase).  These labels can give a variety of information. Demonstrate how this works by using yourself as an example and/or a character from a well-known text:

· Name the character: The wolf (from Little Red Riding Hood)

· Add an adjective about appearance:  The grey wolf

· Add another adjective about appearance: The slim, grey wolf.  Offer an alternative to slim e.g. scrawny.  Discuss overtones, author’s viewpoint.

· Add a phrase after the noun - appearance: The scrawny, grey wolf with fearsome teeth

· Change the information you’ve given about the wolf to focus on character (e.g. how the writer wants us to see the character) rather than appearance: The malicious wolf with evil intentions.

Pupils can try this about themselves before having a go at ‘capturing a character’.  The character word hoard may be a useful prompt.  The labels ‘capturing’ their character(s) are then very useful for sharing their perceptions with others through book talk.

2. Capturing key events
Talk through the process and show how to build up a ‘label’ which summarises important events in the narrative:

her journey through the woods (when she was waylaid by the wolf)

stalking by the wolf

the wolf’s elaborate disguise as her grandmother

the deliberate tricking of Red Riding Hood
the dramatic rescue by the woodman

