
Video
Conferencing in
the Classroom
Communications Technology
across the Curriculum

Written by Tim Arnold, Steve Cayley and Mike Griffith

Edited by Tim Arnold
tjarnold@devon.gov.uk



Contents
page

Acknowledgements 4
Introduction 6

Section A: Getting Started 7
Section B: Preparation for a Video Conference and the Conference Itself 20
Section C: Some Ways of using Video Conferencing in the Classroom 28

including ten Devon school case studies in detail:

• Tipton Primary and Cockwood Primary 63
Video conferencing in the Early Years classroom

• Branscombe Primary and Farway Primary 67
Collaboration between two small schools

• Sidmouth Community College and Baylis Court School 72
Geography and religious education

• South Molton Community College 77
Video conferencing in English

• Montgomery Combined School, Exeter 80
Link with Ecole Sanquer, Brittany

• Decoy and Wolborough Primaries / Knowles Hill School 88
Cross-phase links

• The Newton Abbot Project 92
Cross-phase liaison in science

• The Kings School, Ottery St Mary 98
Post 16 courses using an external provider

• Sidmouth Community College 101
Link with Public Record Office

• Religious education multipoint
'How far is Islam a religion of peace?' 105

Section D: Making Contacts 108
Section E: School Contacts List 113
Section F: Organisations offering Video Conferencing Activities 123

including two examples in detail:

• Public Record Office 133
• Reef HQ 138

Section G: Video Conferencing Technology in more Detail 141
Section H: Video Conference Equipment Manufacturers 151
Section I: Glossary 157
Section J: The Future 165

VIDEO CONFERENCING IN THE CLASSROOM    3



Acknowledgements
Contributors:
Susan Anderson, NASA Johnson Space Centre, Texas, USA
Jana Baxter, Northwest Tri-County Intermediate Unit, Pennsylvania, USA
Mark Brimicombe, Devon Curriculum Services
Jamie Byrom, Devon Curriculum Services
Jenny Gage, MOTIVATE Maths Project, Cambridge 
Gary Hipple, Wandsworth Learning Centre, Wandsworth, London
Kelli Lewis, Ocean Institute, California, USA
Colin Manser, The King’s School, Ottery St. Mary, Devon
Fred Nucifora, Reef HQ the Reef Education Centre, Australia
Steve Parke, Devon Curriculum Service
Martin Phillips, Devon Curriculum Services
Barbara Sanders, DeMontfort University, Bedford
Richard Selwyn, BECTa
Phil Sewell, Global VideoCom Group Ltd.
Philip Stanley-Berridge, The Public Record Office, London
Geoff Tew, Devon Curriculum Services
Ruth Trundley, Devon Curriculum Services
Geoff Turrell, Athena EAZ, Birmingham
Chris Wakely, Devon Curriculum Services
Chris Wightman, Devon Curriculum Services

Devon schools taking part in the project:
Branscombe Primary School
Cockwood Primary School
Decoy Primary School, Newton Abbot
Farway Primary School
The King's School, Ottery St Mary
Knowles Hill School, Newton Abbot
Montgomery Combined School, Exeter
Sidmouth Community College
South Molton Community College
Tipton St John Primary School
West Down Primary School, Ilfracombe
Wolborough Primary School, Newton Abbot

Other schools making contributions:
Applemore College, Southampton, Hampshire
Arbour Vale School, Slough, Berkshire

4 VIDEO CONFERENCING IN THE CLASSROOM



Baylis Court School, Slough, Berkshire
Chalvey Early Years Centre, Slough, Berkshire
Cowes High School, Cowes, Isle of Wight
Davenies School, Beaconfield, Buckinghamshire
East Lyme School, Connecticut, USA
Ecole Sanquer, Brest, France
Godolphin Junior School, Slough, Berkshire
Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital School, London
Hato Paora College, Feilding, New Zealand
Herschel Grammar School, Slough, Berkshire
James Brindley School, Birmingham
John Kelley Girls’ Technology College, Brent, London
Kimbolton Upper School, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
Langleywood School, Slough, Berkshire
Lawrence Sheriff School, Rugby, Leicestershire
Lea Junior School, Slough, Berkshire
Lent Rise Combined School, Burnham, Buckinghamshire
Monkseaton Community High School, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear
Montem Junior School, Slough, Berkshire
Sawtry Community College, Sawtry, Cambridgeshire
St Thomas More School, Blaydon, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne
Strabane Grammar School, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland
Salt Grammar School, Bradford, West Yorshire
Wexham School, Slough, Berkshire

Special thanks to:
• All the teachers who made contributions to the project
• Global VideoCom Group Ltd. www.globalvc.co.uk which 

sponsored the project  +44 (0)1753 442332  info@globalvc.co.uk
• Polycom www.polycom.com which provided eight video conferencing systems 

for project schools to use +44(0)1753 723000  enquiries@polycom.com 
• Global Leap www.global-leap.com which has been a constant 

source of support  +44 (0)7900 814 922  info@global-leap.com
• AV Magazine www.avinteractive.co.uk for use of their buyers' 

guide in Section H  0208 565 4223  peterl@qpp.co.uk 
• Richard Selwyn at BECTa and Kevin Rennie at the DfES
• Simon, Roger and Karen at the Media Education Centre, Exeter
• Vera Anderson, Devon Curriculum Services publications co-ordinator

Global Leap is an organisation, based at Arbour Vale School in Slough and run by assistant headteacher Mike
Griffith, which supports video conferencing in education. The name was chosen by Arbour Vale students for their
16-hour marathon global video conferencing event on February 29th 2000. The full story can be found on the
Global Leap website.

Whereas we have made every effort to ensure that all the details in this book are correct at
the time of publication, we cannot make any guarantees.

VIDEO CONFERENCING IN THE CLASSROOM    5


