DEVON MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VIDEOCONFERENCING SUPPORT GROUP
MINUTES of the meeting held in Dyrons House, Knowles Hill School, on 14 June 2006.

PRESENT: Katy Bennie (Videoconferencing Co-ordinator, Knowles Hill), Anne Shilan (Knowles Hill), Charlotte Rowe (Knowles Hill), Melissa Ironside (St Peter’s), Alex Anderson (Technician, St Peter’s), Jo Milsom (King’s School, Ottery St Mary)

APOLOGIES: Emily Lezzeri (St Luke’s), Alison Sykes (St Peter’s), Tim Arnold (Media Adviser)

As there was no set agenda for the meeting, the group decided to discuss whether it was worth continuing, and if so what the aims should be for the next year.  It was unanimously agreed that the group should continue.

1) Aims.
a) To maintain existing contacts and extend the group to other Modern Foreign Language departments
b) To organise dates and sessions for videoconferencing between departments in advance
c) To exchange ideas for videoconference use
d) To look at any new technological advances in videoconferencing
e) To have practical, hands-on sessions at the group’s meetings
2) Extension of the group.  Alison Sykes had submitted a list of other MFL teachers who might be interested in joining the group.  KB agreed to contact them.  (Action:KB)
3) South-west Grid for Learning website.  The group looked at the website and discussed how the Directory and other resources could be used.
4) MFL website.  The group discussed setting up a website, as there is a considerable amount of information that could be shared with other teachers.  AA offered to help set it up, and KB agreed to discuss the idea with Tim Arnold.  (Action: AA/KB)
5) Dates and sessions.  There was considerable discussion about sessions, and it was agreed that, owing to other pressures on the timetable, it might be possible to arrange three events per year in which all schools could participate.  CR suggested that an external link with the Foreign Office, where foreign languages are used extensively, might enable pupils to see how they might apply to the world of work.  Events for the coming year to be arranged at the next meeting, but any suggestions should be forwarded to KB in the meantime.  (Action: All participants/KB)
6) The use of MFL assistants.  All participants were enthusiastic about extending the use of language assistants through videoconferencing.  It was agreed that KB would contact the MFL Adviser, Chris Wakeley, to see whether assistants would be interested in participating and invite him to the next meeting with as many assistants as possible.  (Action:KB)
7) Practical session.  There was a practical session involving a link using webcams and the new Polycom PVX software.  There was a lot of enthusiasm, and participants agreed to get similar systems set up in their own schools, so that they could talk on a regular basis via the webcam.  (Action: All participants)
8) Task.  CR suggested a task, in which pupils prepare answers to six basic questions about themselves using the webcam.  They would be asked these questions by an assistant, who would then give them a mark.  This could take place during a lesson, using headphones.
9) Date of the next meeting.  22 November.
