DEVON MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VIDEOCONFERENCING SUPPORT GROUP
MINUTES of the meeting held in Dyrons House, Knowles Hill School, on 16 June 2005.

PRESENT: Katy Bennie (Videoconferencing Co-ordinator, Knowles Hill), Anne Shilan (Knowles Hill), Emily Lezzeri (St Luke’s), Charlotte Rowe (Knowles Hill), Jo Milsom (Honiton), Melissa Ironside (St Peter’s), Alex Anderson (Technician, St Peters), Tim Arnold (Media Adviser, Devon)

APOLOGIES: Alison Sykes (St Peters)

1. Planning of sessions 

The following issues of planning were raised:

· Interaction between pupils
· Preparation and planning time

· Resource material

· Choice of appropriate and meaningful topic

· Using groups of similar academic ability

· Communication between staff in the two schools

· Knowledge of each other’s teaching programmes

· Technical support

2. Individual sessions

Teign and Knowles Hill had a very successful French link with 12 Year 9 pupils, the subject of which was ‘School’.  They propose to continue with this work, using ‘Health and fitness’ as the area for discussion.

Honiton and St Luke’s also had a successful link, in Spanish, with 16–22 Year 10 pupils, on ‘Myself and my family’.

There were some difficulties with the link between St Peter’s and KEVICS.  Unfortunately, since neither of the teachers involved were present, the reasons were not clear.

3. Sharing material used

It was agreed that participants would communicate via e-mail and addresses were exchanged.  Participants were asked to circulate the following information to the whole group:

· Lesson plans for link sessions

· Their schemes of work for Years 9, 10 and 11

· The times of day they would be available to videolink

· The name of the textbook being used

· The examination board whose syllabus is being followed

Action: All participants

KB to provide a proforma of the lesson plan.  

Action: KB

4. Follow-on work

Using this material, schools would continue to work on their links.

5. Outcomes

· Staff and pupils are very enthusiastic about the programme.

· As staff became more confident in the use of the equipment, use of ICT and videoconferencing generally increased.

· There is an increase in inter-school collaboration.

· Difficulties with the technology are being overcome.

· There is an increase in communication between MFL teachers, and in the sharing of ideas.

· The technology is being more effectively used.

· Learning is being enhanced through the provision of a different learning environment.

6. Future developments

Alex Anderson offered to assist the group’s work as a technical adviser.

7. Date of the next meeting

Thursday, 6 October from 2–4 p.m., Dyrons House, Knowles Hill School.

