Case Study:  Montgomery Primary School, Devon and École Sanquer, Brest

Montgomery Primary School offers French to children from the age of 8. The school has had an excellent link for several years with École Sanquer, a primary school with 170 pupils in Brest. 

Good working relations had already been established between Catriona Ferguson, specialist language teacher at Montgomery and Phillip Le Bian, head teacher of École Sanquer.  The additional dimension video-conferencing would bring to the link was also recognised by Jon Meyer, ICT coordinator.  Video conferencing began between these two schools in 2001. All involved have found that it gives immediacy, relevance, meaning and emotional appeal to the experience of language learning. Children can video conference with ‘real’ children who laugh and wave, look nervous and stumble the same as themselves. Children are also able to discover the cultural similarities and differences between school children in Devon and school children in Brittany. Another benefit is that when children from the two schools meet up on joint residential trips, they spend time with children they have already met “virtually”, through video conferencing.  Below are some of the ways in which these two schools use video conferencing.
· Daily conferences are available during lunchtime for volunteers.  Children can ask and answer questions about themselves, their home, their family, their likes and dislikes; they can learn something in the morning and at lunchtime use it to talk to friends in their partner school.
· Drop in on each other’s language lessons.  École Sanquer can see how children in Montgomery School learn French and vice versa.  Words to songs are often emailed so that children in England can join in with the English songs their friends are learning in Brest and, at the same time, hear excellent models of pronunciation as children in Sanquer sing songs being learned at Montgomery School.
· Cyber pancakes – culturally relevant to both schools.  Canteen staff at École Sanquer gave pancake making demonstration.  Following the demonstration, children in Montgomery simulated the making of pancakes using the French recipe.  They subsequently took the recipe home to try out with their families. 
· Classes in both schools have made short videos about their school and playground areas which have been shown, with a live commentary, during video conferences.

· During a ‘humanities week’, a class of 6 and 7 year olds were focusing on France.  They arranged a video conference with a class of 6 – 7 year olds in École Sanquer and showed the French children the big book Barnaby Bear Goes to Brittany (2000) explaining how Barnaby goes travelling. They agreed to send Barnaby over to France with some photos of him at Montgomery School.  When children from École Sanquer came to England on a study visit, they brought Barnaby back with photos and work carried out by children in France.  He even had a stamp in his passport from the Town Hall in Brest! 

· Sharing poems – this video conference was based on an activity from a PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) programme for 8 and 9 year olds. Two children have a conversation to try to make friends, one speaking English and the other signing because he is deaf. The English speaking girl gets frustrated that her friendship is not being returned in the way she is used to and walks off, never knowing that the boy was signing “I love you.”  Montgomery school acted out the poem in English to École Sanquer, who then acted out the poem in French.  As well as exploring the theme of the poem, comparisons were made between four phrases in British Sign Language and the same phrases in French Sign Language. 

Video conferencing will continue to thrive and expand between these two schools.  They value its inclusiveness as it offers the opportunity for all children to encounter France.  The lunchtime drop in sessions appeal to those children who are less confident but who are willing to speak to a small audience or who are happy to simply come along, watch and listen.  Children who are switched on by technology find it an aspect of language learning which appeals to them and an application for skills they may previously have undervalued. 

*Geographical Association, Jackson, E:  Barnaby Bear Goes To Brittany
